
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMENCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3-1 450 
www.uspto.gov 




APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION N X 



09/926,158 



01/02/2002 



Ken Kanokogi 



011203 



4230 



38834 7590 03/16/2004 

WESTERMAN, HATTORI, DANIELS & ADRIAN, LLP 
1250 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW 
SUITE 700 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 



EXAMINER 



CHARLES, MARCUS 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3682 



DATE MAILED: 03/16/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/926,158 



Examiner 

Marcus Charles 



Applicant(s) 

KANOKOGI ET AL 



Art Unit 

3682 




« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address j- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- (f the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 November 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINA'~^ 2b)El This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this applicatio ns in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1^4 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 3 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 2 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) [3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) [3 The drawing(s) filed on 02 January 2002 is/are: a)D accepted or b)[3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) E] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)!3 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.E3 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/fv1ail Date . 



4) d Interview Summary (PTCM13) 

Paper No(s)/Maj| Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the Amendment and RCE filed 09-26-2003 and 10-27-2003, 
respectively and to the Preliminary amendment filed 1 1-20-2002, which was cross 
during mailing. Claims 1-4 are currently pending. 

Continued Prosecution Application 

1 . The request filed on 10-27-2003 for a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 based on parent Application No. 09/926,158 is acceptable and a 
RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because in figure 6, the formula Y=YrX V(L-X)/L is 
confusing because this formula does not correspond to the formula in claim 3 and the 
specification. It appears that the X in YrX should be a multiplication sign. It is suggested 
to either leave out the X or replace the X with a dot. A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in the formula 
on page 12, the x in the expression Yrx is unclear as set forth in the claim objection 
below. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 3, the formula as 
written is confusing because it appears that the x in Yrx is a dimensional quantity. It is 
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suggested to delete the x from the formula or replace it with a dot. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Yagasaki et 
al.('830). Yagasaki et al. discloses the claimed invention including the belt comprises a 
pair of ring slots (S), a large number of elements (14) in the ring slots, the metal blocks 
includes a neck (7), a pair of ears (6), an element body (3) integrally connected to the 
lower portion of the neck, a pair of left and right saddle faces (1), a pair of left and right 
V-faces (2), a pair of left and right recesses (not labeled) in the lower edge of the 
element body (3). It is apparent the upper end is characterized by an upper end and a 
lower end and the saddle face is characterized by an inner end and an outer end such 
that a first line connecting the lower end of the body to the upper end of the V-face is 
determined and a second line connecting the lower end of the V-face and the inner end 
of the saddle face is determined, and a position of the recess (not labeled) is 
determined in the vicinity of the point of intersection where the first and second lines 
meet. Furthermore, it apparent that when the downward load is applied from the metal 
ring assembly to the outer end of the saddle surface, the folding resistant strength of the 
element body is uniform laterally. 



Application/Control Number: 09/926,158 
"Art Unit: 3682 



Page 4 



Allowable Subject Matter 



6. Claims 2 and 4 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. Claim 3 is allowed. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marcus Charles whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
6877. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday 7:30 am-600 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bucci can be reached on (703) 308-3668. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3597. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



2168. 




Marcus Charles 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3682 
March 15, 2003 



